Stand Up, Take Action to FREE THE HUNGRY BILLION
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One in three people in sub-Saharan Africa
never have enough food to eat — that is 218
million peoplel. Food is a basic human right.
Everybody deserves to have enough food to
live a full and healthy life in dignity.

Hunger like apartheid and slavery is largely
man-made and can therefore be prevented.
If we join together we could change our
food systems and the inequalities in our
societies that lead to some having more
food than they need while others starve.

World Food Day on 16 October and the
International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty on 17 October are opportunities to
stand up, be counted and take action to free
the hungry millions in Africa.

1 FAO, The special challenge for sub-Saharan
Africa. How to feed the world: 2050. Rome:
FAO, 2009, p2. Available at
www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/wsfs/docs/Is
sues_papers/HLEF2050_Africa.pdf
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It is of course recognised that food security
cannot be achieved immediately for
everyone; the right to food will have to be
realised progressively. However that does
not mean that governments can just ignore
it. All governments that have signed the
International covenant on economic, social
and cultural rights have a responsibility to
take all the necessary actions that they are
capable of to achieve the right to food, and
certainly should not take any actions that
make the situation worse.

Governments responsibilities under the right
to food fall into three parts:

e respect: governments must not do
anything to damage people’s access
to adequate food, including the
means to acquire food.

e protect: governments must try to
prevent anyone else from damaging
people’s access to adequate food,
including the means to acquire food

o fulfil: governments must take action
to strengthen people’s access to
adequate food, including means of
acquiring it, preferably by improving
their livelihoods and their ability to
feed themselves

Governments’ main responsibilities are to
the people of their own country, but they
also have responsibilities toward people in
other countries. For instance, if a
transnational company based in one country
starts to damage the right to food of people
in another country then the governments of
both countries have a responsibility to try
and protect the people’s right to food.

We, the people, also have a responsibility to
take action to achieve the right to food.
Citizens must effectively participate in key
decision making processes, and hold our
governments accountable in meeting their
obligations.

Food sovereignty: reaching food
security
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HIV and AIDS and other forms of social
exclusions. In fact, unfair trade rules and
practices have pushed millions of smallscale
farmers out of business. Economic growth
has often been skewed, resulting into
increased inequality with the benefits going
only to a few.

implementation of Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAPs). However mainstream
thinking has now changed, realising that
agriculture can lead growth and
development. We need to make sure that
governments give more than lipservice to
this, and that they actually increase the
amount of money invested in agriculture
with an overwhelming focus on small-scale
farmers.

In 2003 at an African Union summit in
Maputo, African governments promised to
invest 10% of national budgets in
agriculture®, which would be a significant
increase upon the current average of
between 2-5%.” Only 7 out of 53 countries
in Africa have reached their commitment to
spend 10% of their national budgets on
agriculture by 2008. There are almost as
many states that have reduced their
spending as have increased it.

8 AU, Declaration on agriculture and food
security in Africa. Assembly/AU/Decl. 7.
Maputo: AU, 2003.

UN Economic Commission for Africa, Africa
review report on agriculture and rural
development. E/ECA/ACSD/5/4. Addis Ababa:
UNECA, 2007, p8. Available at

www.uneca.org/csd/csd5/ACSD-
S5ReportAgricultureSummary.pdf




Maputo Declaration: How far are countries from the 10% commitment?®

meet their part of the commitment. Half of the money for the African Union
ogramme, CAADP’, is supposed to come from aid. Donors have doubled the
pared to 2002, but this is still only a quarter of what they promised to deliver.
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